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Mr. Cheater Bowles 
Essex, Connecticut 

Dear Chet; 

Upon my return from Europe I found your letter 
of September 10th enclosing the copy of the letter you 
sent to Chris Herter concerning the Americans s 
held in prisons by the Chinese Communists. 

I understand that one of the first instructions the 
State Department sent Ambassador Beam in Warsaw 
wa. to make .or. that the pri.oner relaa.a «•* ' «« “ 
the conference agenda and was pursued forcefully in his 
talk.. I am aura you know that I am aa anxious « 
to see that ovaxything po..ibl. b. don. to ..cor. the early 
release of these men. 


With best wishes. 


Faithfully yours. 


5X^/nr.T/ T 
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Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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Hr. Chester Bowles 
Essex, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bowles; 

Buring the tewporary absence of Mr. Dulles, 
W 1 aekncwlaage your letter of 10 Sqptesfeer, 


Mr. Dulles is not expected back front Me 
trip to Rtrope until about 1 October. However, 
when he returns to his office I bring 

your letter to his attention. 


Sincerely, 



Assistant to the Director 
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CH ESTER BOWLES 
ESSEX. CONNECTICUT 


September 10, 1953 


Dear Allen: 

I am enclosing a copy of a note which I have 
just written to Chris Herter which I hope may 
induce him to prod our Assistant Secretary of 
State for Far Eastern Affiars. 

Do you remember our conversation in your of- 
fice last December when I suggested that Com- 
munist pressure on Quemoy was inevitalbe and 
that it would place us in an impossible dilemma? 

I had the feeling then that you agreed but I 
also understood what you are up against. Let’s 
hope we come through without an explosion. 


With my warmest regards. 


Sincerely, 



Chester Bowles 


Mr. Allen Dulles 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington 25, D.C. 
(transcribed and signed in 
Mr. Bowles’ absence) 
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September 10, l : /5£ 


Dear Chris: 

I wonder if this is not an opportune time to nress for the 
release of . Jack Downey and hie' three follow Americans vhc 
arc still held in Chino sc prisons? 

X have been particularly intbreated because I knew Jack’s 
mother, and I have tired to bo. helpful where I could* 

Two years - j S3 i 70 u may know, I persuaded &shru to press 
Chou En-lai for thior -release. Chou En-lai promised, to act 
and then later reneged on his assurances. 


Lest December whan the .faking government ave Mrs. Downey a 
visa to visit Jack re were all hopeful that they would re- 
lent - for public ' relations reasons , if for no other. But 
this was a false hope. 

In the negotiations ih 'h.rsow'I hope that we will make the 
point at the very outset that the release of Jack and the 
other prisoners is vitally important as an indication of 
China’s good intentions • 


I believe that this is an effective and important point, for 
us to make. I also believe that our government has a re- 
sponsibility to move vigorously for the release of Jack and 
his three associates on humanitarian grounds. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Allen Dulles with whan 
I have discussed this situation on several occasions. 


v ith my warm r t regards. 


<*.^V 

v Vo .i •, 




Sincere j y , 




Jhester Bowles 


■ ■ ' h 

The Honorable Ghp^retian A. Hert^r 
Undersecretary of - ; hV, »£<• 

The State Deportment".! ,J v * iy - 
fa shiny ton, D. 0. v. 

{ transcribed and sign d in 
hr. Boole. s’ absence ) '•*•* . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Officer 

Office of the Director 

SUBJECT: Downey - Fecteau Cases 


25X1 


25X1 


I 

1. Reference is made to your request for new information 
which the Director might relate to Mr. Chester Bowles concern- 
ing the Fecteau - Downey cases. 


2. The Director may wish to advise Mr. Bowles that the 
Department of State advised our Warsaw Ambassador Beam that 
the prisoner release should be on the Conference agenda and 


that he should be forceful in his talks on this issue. 





3. By way of additional information, we have learned that 
the prisoner issue was raised by Ambassador Beam at the first 
meeting. The Chinese Communist representative pushed this ^ 
issue aside and it has not been discussed again since that timST 


Ubhdbn M. btewart 
Director of Personnel 




